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ABSTRACT 

The primary objective of this study was an analysis 
of the differential influence socioeconomic status and "significant 
others" have on the educational aspirations of black and white youth. 
A causal model was developed from related theoretical and empirical 
research and was analyzed by path analytic techniques. The models 
revealed that the independent influence of significant others on 
educational aspirations is relatively stronger for the white 
respondents in the sample of more than 300 Southern high school 
adolescents. These and other findings suggest that significant others 
influence is not an important predictor of black youth's educational 
goals. The findings of this study also have various theoretical and 
methodological implications. It was noted that the model analyzed in 
this study omits many important variables which could be included 
with appropriate theoretical justifications. Attempts at developing 
more complex non-recursive models utilizing these data are currently 
underway and it was suggested that further research be conducted in 
this area. (Author/BW) 
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Introduction 



The large amount of research compiled recently in the general 
area of social stratification on the educational aspiration and 
attainment processes suggests that the socioeconomic status posi- 
tion of the nuclear family is positively related to adolescents' 
educational orientations."^ Numerous studies, over time and across 
cultures, have provided empirical evidence which validates this 
proposition for occupational as well as educational aspirations 
(Kahl, 1953; Sewell, Haller and Strauss, 1957; Floud, Halsey and 
Martin, 195^; Pavalko and Bishop, 1966; Kandel and Lesser, 19&9; 

Rehberg, Schafer and Sinclair, 19^9; Picou and Cosby, 1971) • The 
basis for social class variations in educational achievement orientations 
has been interpreted in terms of differences in parental discipline tech- 
niques and family authority structure (Bronfenbrenner, 1958; Elder, 1965)* 
Most recently, Kohn (1969) has demonstrated that basic class varia- 
tions in values are related to polar orientations of conformity and 
self-direction. Lower class parents tend to stress work values, etc , 
that are conforming to external standards, while upper class parents 



Researchers in this area have noted that there exists more 
than one dimension for educational orientations. Ohlendorf and Kuv- 
lesky (1968) and Rehberg (1967)* among others, have utilized a two- 
dimensional approach, which makes a basic distinction between 
educational aspirations (desired goals) and educational expectations 
(anticipated occurances). A three dimensional approach to occupational 
and educational orientations has also been utilized (Picou, Curry and 
Olivero, 1972 and Picou, 1972). The three dimensional approach delin- 
eates between: (l) ideal aspirations; (2) intended aspirations and 

(3) expectations. 
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